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POLICY ON THE USE OF NUDE MODELS IN ART

DEPARTMENT OF ART

Why does Gordon, a Christian college, practice the use of nude models in Art courses?

Over the past decade and a half, Gordon College has been building and expanding its Art
program. The College is committed to helping recover the rich relationship between the fine
arts and the church that has been a significant part of our Renaissance and Medieval legacy.
Additionally, the College is eager to prepare artists who can help restore a Christian aesthetic
and moral vision in the postmodern culture. We seek to respect and understand tradition and
to prepare students to engage their culture -- bringing a deep commitment to excellence, an
even deeper commitment to Christ and to the leavening of conversation in the public square.

With these values, Gordon has developed a curriculum in Art that includes the study and
rendering of the undraped human figure, one of the traditional practices of Western art.
Attached is a brief statement that provides the College’s rationale for this practice and
describes the steps that are taken to insure that the College preserves professional decorum
in courses involving nude models.

Do students have a choice about studying the nude figure?

We stand behind the general requirement that Art majors at Gordon will need to study the
undraped human form in advanced Art courses. Though we do not have a two-track system -
- those who study the human form and those who do not -- we do try to make provision for
the dissenting student, if after engaging in a thorough examination of our theory, history, and
practice, and after meeting with an advisor and the Chair of the department, the student
considers this study a violation of conscience.

As part of admission to the Art program, all students are asked to review the attached policy
and to sign, indicating that they have read and understood the policy. Faculty in the Art
department are willing to answer any questions that individuals might have about the study
of the human figure in art courses.

RATIONALE

We have chosen in the Art Department at Gordon College to work respectfully with the
human figure attempting to bring honor and glory to God in the process. We base this, in a
Christian context, on a time-honored professional practice, holding the belief that the human
form is the crowning achievement of God in Creation - worthy of our expert knowledge, and
analogous to the scientific knowledge of the human body in medicine and biology. In our
tradition as artists, it is seen as the linchpin of our practice of visual knowledge. If you can
accurately and expressively draw, paint or sculpt the human form, you can draw anything.
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A walk through the museums of the world underscores how much our philosophy, literature
and even sciences are built upon the foundation of Western European culture beginning with
the Greeks and the Romans, moving through the Mediterranean world and Europe up to the
present day. We are free to critigue these traditions and to be selective as to which parts
seem best applicable to our Christian worldview. But we cannot disregard these traditions, or
our liberal arts education would crumble. Extensive use of the nude is part of this tradition.

In our teaching, the nude has much more in common with medical knowledge than with
popular sexualization of images in advertising and movies. The context of the encounter
determines the meaning of the unclothed form. An operating theater in a hospital has a
drastically different meaning from that of a strip joint. An art studio with students or artists
surrounding a model is akin to the operating theater. Knowledge is being gained and a
professional activity is being practiced.

Gordon College students who are serious about the study of art would be handicapped in
their capacity to render the draped or clothed human form if they were denied the
opportunity to study anatomy in the undraped form. Likewise, it is necessary to study the
skeleton and the musculature in order to gain a thorough knowledge of the forms one
encounters on the surface of the body. Gordon College Art majors are required to study all of
the above. You can only draw what you can see, and that which you cannot see cannot be
fully known.

As Christians we seek to honor God's creation in the study of the human form. Only in a
Christian college may the human form be seen and rendered in the context of a community of
belief. Many Christian colleges currently send their art students to secular universities to get
training in the nude figure because they forbid the use of nude models on campus. This
practice is inconsistent and constitutes a lack of integrity. Christians ought to reclaim cultural
territory surrendered to their secular counterparts and to redeem this territory for Christ's
glory. When the human form is honored and upheld in a Christian college context, students
have opportunity to hear and see professors using it meaningfully, setting the theological and
professional context for the study. Great artists of the past have used the human figure.
Contemporary Christians should reclaim it for God and His purposes as a means to leaven
popular culture.

PRAXIS

We take steps to ensure professional protocols are followed within the human figure-drawing
context. In fact our professional models report that they are treated more respectfully at
Gordon than at any other art program they are associated with. We pay a professional rate
and only use select professional models, never members of the Gordon community. This
preserves professional distance and anonymity, just as in the confidentiality of the doctor's
office.

Studio doors are closed and locked and window shades are drawn while class is in session to
protect professional decorum. Only art majors are allowed to participate in these upper level
courses to ensure that students have been brought up through the curriculum with a full
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understanding of our practices and intentions. Models do not disrobe in the classroom in
order to avoid the appearance of impropriety before an audience. Rather, they change in the
restroom and wear a robe at all times when not posing. Finally, each classroom contains a
human skeleton and various classical plaster casts, which are used for the study of the
mechanics and basic structure of the human figure -- thus contributing to an atmosphere of
high seriousness.

There are Christian colleges which allow drawing of the human figure clothed in bikinis or
racing suits both of which resemble underwear and have well known advertising campaigns
associated with them that exploit sex as the main point of their style. This practice seems
inappropriate and more sensual by its suggestive commercial context and the unnecessary
focus upon the covered area that it invites. To some, it appears more like going to the beach
than to the classroom where serious academic study is underway.

Bruce Herman

Lothlorien Chair, Art Department
Gallery Director

Barrington Center for the Arts

T:978.927.2300 x4414
T:978.867.4662
E: bruce.herman@gordon.edu
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