Life Span Developmental Psychology, PSY245
May 2017
Professor: Dr. Kaye Cook, 978-821-8456 (c), K346


Meeting Times: Thursdays 8-9 pm EST (synchronous online)

Class span: 5/22 (Mon) to 6/29 (Mon); 

Thurs meetings (8-9 pm EST) 5/25, 6/8, 6/15, 6/22.  

Movie Paper Due: 6/29 (9 pm).  

Exam 1: 5/29 (6 pm) - 30 (noon); Exam 2: 6/12 – 13; Exam 3: 6/18 – 19; Exam 4: 6/25 - 26.
Required Texts:


Santrock, John W. (2015). Life-Span Development (15th ed). New York: McGraw Hill.

Schaffer, H. R. (2000). Making Decisions About Children (2nd ed.). Malden, MA: Blackwell.
Online Course

This is an online course, and will necessitate your becoming familiar with VoiceThread, Zoom, and of course Blackboard.  I am happy to help you with each of these, as is CTS (x4500).  

If you are on campus, please meet with me before you leave campus after spring semester.

Course Objectives:
In this course, we focus on development from prenatal to death, studying individuals in the context of their families, communities, and cultures. Childhood is a time of tremendous biological change, incredible knowledge growth, and continuous cultural adaptation. Adulthood, in turn, is marked less by biological changes and more by the influences of our own choices and life constraints.  Together, they make a whole life which, if well-lived, can bring emotional and spiritual thriving.

Although we have all experienced it, we seldom reflect on our own childhood. In our society, we are too often separated from children, particularly those who represent another culture or class. By reflecting on our experience, we develop maturity. By becoming involved in the lives of others, we develop knowledge and skills that serve us well, whether we are called to parent in the future or not, whether we are called to work with children or not.

At the same time, Americans in general are poorly prepared for adulthood and aging.  We live in a culture that reveres youth, independence, and choice, values which often undermine community and institutions.  These values also challenge parenting as well.  Despite our reverence for youth, children are not well cared-for in America.  Too many parents struggle to parent well against cultural and economic forces; too many children are raised without community support. 

The challenges are great, but God’s creation is complex and exciting! I hope in this course that you will begin to view childhood and adulthood differently.  Whatever your present perspective or level of involvement with children, I hope you will begin to better understand why they are the world’s greatest resource and God’s great gift to us.  I hope you will encounter the world that children inhabit, how different it is from ours, and how this world changes as they grow.  Perhaps you will be able to delight more in childhood as a result of this course, have more empathy for your parents, and be better prepared for adulthood.
Whatever knowledge you come away with, I hope that your relationships with others will be transformed, making you a better son or daughter, potential parent, and world citizen. Children are the world’s greatest resource and God’s greatest gift to us, and we can learn to better care for this resource.  
1. To understand the methods, issues and findings of life span developmental psychology.  Developmental psychology is an exciting and rapidly changing field, more so than any other field in psychology. I hope you begin to catch this excitement.
2. To know the major theoretical and research emphases in the field.  As you can imagine, developing a single unified theory to explain life span development isn’t possible.  You will be introduced to a range of theories with which you should be familiar by the end of the semester: Piaget, behaviorism, psychoanalysis, and ecological/transactional/epigenetic. Life span theory(more a series of questions to ask than a theory(provides a dynamic, ecological, epigenetic paradigm that explores diverse levels of development simultaneously.
2. To help you become a more careful, thoughtful consumer of information about research. You are bombarded with information from research in this field, often without knowing it. We will address some of the major issues of the day: day care, parental leave, working mothers/fathers, disabilities, gay and lesbian parenting.  I hope that you become more aware and, yes, a bit more cynical.
3. To evaluate developmental findings in light of Christian belief and to understand the development of faith and ways to encourage the development of mature faith.

Requirements and Evaluation
Grades consist of four Blackboard exams (20% each), responses to journal questions on Schaffer (10%), and a movie evaluation (10%).  Exams are made up of short answer (primarily multiple choice) and short essay questions covering the week’s modules. 
Movie Evaluation paper. Please watch a movie and evaluate its content in light of how well it represents an era of adulthood: adolescence, young adulthood, middle adulthood, late adulthood.  Some possible movies are listed below.  If you would like to evaluate a different one, please contact me before you begin to write.

Your paper should be 4-5 pages, typed, double-spaced.  It should have three sections: a description of the age; a discussion of whether and how you think the movie reflects the age, with enough detail that someone can follow it if they haven’t seen the movie; and a summary/discussion of the age.  

The paper needs a reference list, in APA style, with at least two references, including our textbook, but it is not meant to be a library paper.  One additional reference will suffice.  Your textbook reference is formatted in APA style above.  Please copy this.

APA style is described in The Concise Rules of APA Style, on reserve in the library for PY256.  Or you can access the Purdue OWL website by googling Purdue OWL APA, or APA 6th ed.  In general, APA style references ideas not paragraphs.  Only cite page numbers for specific quotes.  Other examples (double-space): 
Author, A.A., & Author, B.B. (1994). Title of chapter. In A. Editor, B. Editor, & C. Editor (Eds.), Title of book (pp. xxx-xxx). Location: Publisher.

Author, A.A., Author, B.B., & Author, C.C. (2000). Title of article. Title of Periodical, xx, xxx-xxx. Retrieved month day, year, from source. (Internet source)
Author, A.A. (2000). Title of work. Retrieved month day, year, from source. (Internet source)
Students with disabilities. Students with disabilities who may need academic accommodations are asked to speak with the professor within the first two days of class.  Students are also responsible for making sure documentation of the disability is on file in the Academic Support Center. See Ann Seavey, Jenks 412, x4746. Failure to register in time with the Professor and the ASC may compromise our ability to provide the accommodation, so please let the ASC and me know as soon as possible.
Academic Honesty. Honesty is expected. I encourage you to be responsible and committed in carrying out your work, to share ideas and concerns with one another, and to help each other master the material. Any instances of plagiarism and dishonesty on a paper, however, will result in a zero on the paper.
Missed Classes. Each missed Thursday night synchronous meeting drops the class grade by a letter, at professor’s discretion. 
Class Schedule
Wk
Due Date

Topic







Work Due

  I
5/25

--Synchronous Discussion: Zoom (You will need to start preparing earlier in the week)—

· VT 1.1 Childhood is Cultural 






ch.1
· VT 1.2 Nature, Nurture and Theories






· VT 1.3 Theories of Development and Spiritual Formation
· VT 1.4 Two More Theories, Research, Theory
· VT 1.5 Biology, Behavior, Genetics







ch.2



· VT 1.6 Prenatal and Perinatal Development




ch.3
· Journal 1: Reproductive technologies, and parent of each sex

Schaffer  63-69, 79-90

· VT 1.7 The Amazing Newborn and Physical Development



ch.4
· VT 1.8 Cognitive Development in Infancy






ch.5
· Journal 2: Physical Dev, risk, & optimal development?

Schaffer 219-230
· DVD 1: Three Preschools

5/30
--Exam 1 due (noon, EST): chs. 1-5, Schaffer, DVD—
 II
6/8
--Synchronous Discussion: Zoom—
· VT 2.1 Physical and Cognitive Development (Piaget, Vygotsky, IP)


ch.7
· VT 2.2 Physical and Cognitive Development (Language)



chs.6,7
· VT 2.3 Socioemotional Development (Erikson, Attachment)



ch.8
· VT 2.4 Socioemotional Development (Morality, Self and Gender)



· Journal 3: Attachment and Emotion



Schaffer 20-40, 100-111

· Journal 4: Gender debates in Early Childhood


Schaffer 70-79

· VT 2.5 Physical Development and Cognitive Disability Mid to Late Childhood

ch.9

· VT 2.6 Piaget, Information Processing, IQ Tests





· VT 2.7 Socioemotional Development Mid to Late Childhood



ch.10
· VT 2.8 Social Cognition and Moral Development Mid to Late Childhood
· DVD 1: Middle Childhood Among Equals (60 min)
· DVD 2: Social Conventions and Moral Judgments: Turiel (40 min)

6/13
--Exam 2 due (noon, EST; delayed til Tuesday because of Memorial Day): chs. 6-10, DVDs—

III
6/15
--Synchronous Discussion: Adobe Zoom—

· VT 3.1 Physical Development in Adolescence 




ch.11
· TED Talk 1: The mysterious workings of the adolescent brain (14:26)


· Journal 5: Theories ch. 11
· VT 3.2 Cognitive Development in Adolescence












ch.10

 

· VT 3.3 Socioemotional Development in Adolescence




ch.12


· VT 3.4 Physical and Cognitive Development in Emerging Adulthood

ch.13
· VT 3.5 Temperament Attachment Marriage Divorce


ch.14
· VT 3.6 Spiritual Development
· DVD: Soul Searching (40 min)
· YouTube: Why does it take so long to grow up today? (Arnett 11 min)





6/19
--Exam 3 (noon, EST): chs. 11-14, DVDs—
 IV
6/22
--Synchronous Discussion: Adobe Zoom—
· VT 4.1 Cognitive Development, Work and Religion 



ch.15
· VT 4.2 Socioemotional Development: Middle Adulthood




ch.16

· VT 4.3 Physical Development: Late Adulthood




ch.17

· VT 4.4 Cognition and Wisdom






ch.18

· VT 4.5 Personality and Self Esteem






ch.19

· VT 4.6 Successful Aging







ch.20

· NPR: Forget about it: Your Middle-Aged Brain







· DVD 1: On our own terms: What really matters at the end of life (TED)



6/26
-- Exam 4 (noon, EST): chs. 15-20, NPR, DVD—

V
6/29

--Movie evaluation paper is due: Thursday, June 29, 9 pm, on Blackboard--

Movies:


Driving Miss Daisy (1989, 99 min)


On Golden Pond (109 min)


Diner (110 min)


A Trip to Bountiful (108 min)


Babette’s Feast (102 min)


Mystic Pizza (104 min)


Breakfast Club (97 min)


The Lunchbox (104 min)


Children of Heaven (97 min)


Ordinary People (1980, 124 min)


Death of a Salesman (focus on Biff the teenage son)(126 min)


As Good as It Gets (1997, 139 min)


Thelma & Louise (1991, 130 min)

1
4

